My Thoughts and Actions
was a great disappointment to us and vastly increased our burden.
In Berlin they were unable to accept our opinion as to the necessity of certain war measures, or to steel their wills to the point of magnetizing the whole nation and directing its life and thought to the single idea of war and victory. The great democracies of the Entente did better. With an iron wi] Gambetta in 1870-71, and Clemenceau and Lloyd George in this war, enrolled their peoples in the sendee of victory. Our Government failed to recognize this inflexible purpose and the definite intention of the Entente to destroy us. They should never have doubted it. Instead of concentrating all our resources and using them to the utmost in order to achieve peace on the battle-field, as the very nature of war demands, the authorities in Berlin followed a different path : they talked more and more about reconciliation and understanding, without giving our own people a strong warlike impetus at the same time. In Berlin they believed, or deceived themselves into believing, that the hostile nations were longing to hear words of reconciliation and would urge their governments towards peace So little did they understand the mind of our enemies, both people and governments, their strong national feeling and unbending will. Berlin had learned nothing from history. They only felt their own impotence in face of the enemy's spirit; they lost the hope of victory and drifted. The desire for peace became stronger than the will to fight for victory. The road to peace was blocked by the will of the enemy, whose aim was our destruction ; in seeking it the Government neglected to lead the nation by the hard road to victory.
Reichstag and People found themselves without that strong lead which, generally speaking, they longed for, and slid with the Government down the slippery way. The tremendous questions arising out of the war were more and more thrust on one side, for people's minds were occupied with questions of internal politics and thoughts of self. That meant the ruin of our country,
It may be that the revolution which is now shattering Europe may usher in a new world order and make the thoughts and
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